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they were mobile, carrying their own supplies
and finding water for themselves. If only they
could be trusted------
By the time Kitchener returned with his first
report to Cairo the Sirdar was looking further
forward. If a relief force were to start for
Khartoum there were two lines by which it
might advance: from Suakin over the desert to
Berber, or up the river to Wadi Haifa and then
thence across the loop to Abu Hamed, which
would shorten the river route by 300 miles and
avoid three bad cataracts. In either case
Berber would be an important point and this
was Kitchener's first objective when he started
southwards for the second time in April. In
company with Rundle he went as far as Assuan
and then halted to form his troop of Bedouins.
A thousand were collected, mounted on camels,
and with these the two officers went on to
Korosko in June. By this time news came in
that Berber was already occupied by the
Mahdist forces; Khartoum was completely
surrounded; tribes south of Korosko were in
a state of terror.
Dongola was the headquarters of an impor-
tant Mudir by name Mustafa Yawer, a Cir-
cassian. The Mahdi had sent messages offering
to make him his Emir, but Mustafa protested
his loyalty to Kitchener and at first made a
favourable impression. In August definite
news arrived that a British force would move
up the river from Wadi. This declaration of
course made a great deal of change in the work
of the lonely Intelligence Officer. The coming
of British forces had an effect on the tribes long